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Embracing the Opportunity to Learn 
Each fall, 70 million students of all ages return to school to continue their education. It is also a 

timely reminder for safety professionals that continuous learning plays a vital role in achieving 

success and meeting the challenges of today’s work environment. 

 

Have you heard the phrase, “What got you here won’t get you there”? It is an acknowledgment 

that yesterday’s tools and thinking won’t be enough to tackle tomorrow’s challenges. In a 

world of constant change, learning is no longer optional—it is essential.  

Stephen Covey said it best: “Unless you are continually improving your skills, you are quickly becoming irrelevant.” Chances are, the topics you 

studied when you first began your career are not the same ones critical in today’s workplace. 

 

The best EHS professionals are perpetual students, and ASSP offers a comprehensive, career-long education ecosystem. Whether you are an 

emerging professional or have many years of experience, there is always more to learn—and ASSP makes it easy to do so.  

 

One of the most powerful learning tools at your disposal is the publication you are currently reading, Professional Safety, our award-winning journal 

and the top-rated member benefit. Each issue offers peer--reviewed content, practical strategies, case studies and techniques to help 

environmental, health and safety (EHS) professionals identify hazards, improve work environments and build the business case for safety. Published 

monthly, PSJ can help you stay on top of new issues and trends so you can identify where there may be gaps in knowledge and take purposeful 

steps to acquire this new information.  

 

Want to specialize in risk assessment, safety management systems, incident investigation or safety leadership? ASSP’s certificate programs offer 

structured learning paths that build deep expertise and elevate your professional credibility. These programs are ideal for leaders looking to master 

specific areas or enhance their strategic influence.     

 

The “1% better” mindset is the philosophy that making small, intentional improvements can lead to significant results over time. You do not need to 

be away from work for weeks to learn something new. ASSP offers many bite-sized learning resources that can help you be 1% better, such as 

podcasts, webinars and case studies.  

 

Whether you are commuting, working remotely or squeezing in study time between meetings, ASSP’s online learning options are designed for 

flexibility. Options include instructor-led classes, self-paced courses, virtual classrooms and on-demand webinars. You can earn CEUs while learning 

on your own schedule from anywhere with an internet connection. 

 

Following our highly successful Safety 2025 conference in July, thousands of safety professionals are heading “back to school” with fresh insights 

and renewed energy. I encourage those who attended not to let this new knowledge go to waste. It is easy to return to our daily routines without 

revisiting the pages of notes we took that are filled with ideas, action plans and inspiration drawn from keynote speakers, educational sessions, 

hands-on vendor demonstrations and peer discussions.  

 

Make it a habit to revisit your takeaways. Even just 5 minutes a day can help you reflect, apply what you have learned and continue growing as a 

safety professional.  

 

Finally, research from the University of Michigan’s Ross School of Business (2017) shows that learning something new not only enhances your skills 

but also reduces stress and improves well--being. Whether you are learning a new leadership framework, diving into a voluntary consensus 

standard or preparing for a certification exam, every bit of new knowledge strengthens your ability to successfully serve as an EHS professional—

and is good for your health as well. 

Linda M. Tapp, CSP, 

ALCM, CPTD,  

2025-2026 ASSP 

President and ASSP 

Foundation Chair  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIG SKY CHAPTER 
The Big Sky Chapter serves safety professionals in the entire State of 
Montana, Northern Wyoming and Yellowstone National Park.  We 
provide accessible, face-to-face opportunities for ASSP members to 
get involved with their local professional community and reach their 
highest level of performance.  By joining our chapter, you’ll have 
opportunities to gain leadership skills, expand your network and 
grow your technical knowledge to become a better safety 
professional. 

American Society of Safety Professionals 
For more than 100 years, ASSP has been at the forefront of helping 
occupational safety and health professionals protect people and 
property.  Our global membership of over 37,000 professionals 
covers every industry, developing safety and health management 
plans that prevent deaths, injuries and illnesses.  We advance our 
members and the safety profession through education, advocacy, 
standards development and a professional community. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Montana State Fund 

Safety Program 

Evaluation Workshops – 

September 2025 click 

for details 

ASSP Big Sky Chapter 

Virtual Coffee Hour – 

September 4th 9 am – 10 

am (Click link to join 

meeting) 

Trench Safety – 

September 25th 8 am – 

noon 

Applied Suicide 

Intervention Skills 

Training (ASIST) – 

September 17-18 8:30 – 

4:30 

 

 

 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-teams/join-a-meeting


 

 

Bigsky.assp.org 

Communications@Bigsky.assp.org 
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Kayla Quinnell

PROFESSIIONAL 
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http://www.bigsky.assp.org/
mailto:Communications@Bigsky.assp.org


 
 

 

INVEST IN YOURSELF by continuing education!  ASSP offers safety education for every level of your career, from Beginner 

(B) to Intermediate (I) to Advanced (A).  ASSP courses are carefully curated to help you exceed safety standards and 

immediately put what you learn into practice!  

CLICK ON A TOPIC TO JUMP TO THAT SECTION!  

  Compliance         Safety         Fall                 Risk            Total              Business        Certification           Math 
                          Management       Protection    Assessment       Worker                 &        Prep                Toolbox 
                               Systems                    &            Health          Leadership 
          Management 
 

DID YOU KNOW… ASSP has professional certificate programs???  Click on the title below to learn more about each! 

Risk Management Certificate 
The Risk Management Certificate prepares occupational safety and health (OSH) professionals who seek to learn the 
fundamentals of risk assessment and management and explores tools and strategies for implementing and evaluating a 
risk management program. Learn how to apply risk management principles that can help you proactively reduce risk, 
advance risk analysis and drive a return on investment from your safety programs. 

 
Safety Management Certificate 
The Safety Management Certificate is designed for occupational safety and health (OSH) professionals who want to 
learn fundamental concepts and processes for implementing recognized approaches to safety management. This 
program is ideal for OSH professionals with fewer than three years of experience or seasoned professionals who have 
recently taken on more safety management responsibilities. 

 
Leadership in Safety Management Certificate 
Our Leadership in Safety Management Certificate is a natural extension of our Safety Management Certificate. Learn to 
apply contemporary safety management methods and use influential leadership strategies to achieve the highest level 
of performance. 

 
Occupational Health and Safety Management System (OHSMS) Certificate 
The Occupational Health and Safety Management System (OHSMS) Certificate is designed for occupational safety and 
health (OSH) professionals who want to learn the key elements of an effective OHS management system, gain practical 
techniques to implement ANSI/ASSP Z10 or ISO 45001 and develop a deeper understanding of the auditing process and 
best practices. 

https://www.assp.org/education/certificate-programs/risk-management
https://www.assp.org/education/certificate-programs/safety-management
https://www.assp.org/education/certificate-programs/leadership-in-safety-management
https://www.assp.org/education/certificate-programs/occupational-health-and-safety-management-system
https://www.assp.org/resources/free-learning-resources?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=kfugle2@mt.gov&utm_content=PD%20%2D%20Upcoming%20Education%201%2D31%2D23&utm_campaign=education#compliance
https://www.assp.org/resources/free-learning-resources?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=kfugle2@mt.gov&utm_content=PD%20%2D%20Upcoming%20Education%201%2D31%2D23&utm_campaign=education#sms
https://www.assp.org/resources/free-learning-resources?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=kfugle2@mt.gov&utm_content=PD%20%2D%20Upcoming%20Education%201%2D31%2D23&utm_campaign=education#fallprotection
https://www.assp.org/resources/free-learning-resources?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=kfugle2@mt.gov&utm_content=PD%20%2D%20Upcoming%20Education%201%2D31%2D23&utm_campaign=education#riskassessment
https://www.assp.org/resources/free-learning-resources?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=kfugle2@mt.gov&utm_content=PD%20%2D%20Upcoming%20Education%201%2D31%2D23&utm_campaign=education#twh
https://www.assp.org/resources/free-learning-resources?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=kfugle2@mt.gov&utm_content=PD%20%2D%20Upcoming%20Education%201%2D31%2D23&utm_campaign=education#businessleadership
https://www.assp.org/resources/free-learning-resources?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=kfugle2@mt.gov&utm_content=PD%20%2D%20Upcoming%20Education%201%2D31%2D23&utm_campaign=education#certprep
https://www.assp.org/resources/free-learning-resources?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=kfugle2@mt.gov&utm_content=PD%20%2D%20Upcoming%20Education%201%2D31%2D23&utm_campaign=education#mathtoolbox


 
 
 

• OSHA confirms investigation into worker death in Branson 

• 4 Flown to Hospital, 2 Injured after Ohio orphan oil well explodes 
• 2 Injured after industrial conveyor belt accident in Oceanside, NY 
• Grosse Point Park Man critically injured in workplace Electrocution 
• Worker Suffers burns in Ellwood City Forge explosion 
• Weld County coroner identifies 6 people who died from suspected gas exposure at dairy farm 
• One of two workers injured in downtown Branson water main break has died 

 

 

 

 

 

Click each for more information or to register: 

• Smarter Safety Strategies:  Using Risk Assessments to Drive Resource Allocation – 9/11/25 11 am - Noon 

• Advanced Safety Management Methods – 9/18/25 Noon – 10/16/2025 11:59 pm 

• ANSI/ASSP Z16:  Using Safety Metrics to Drive Operational Excellence – 9/18/2025 12 AM – 10/16/2025 11:59 pm 

• Stand-Up For Standards:  City of Houston's Success with ANSI/ASSP Z10 – 9/18/25 11 am – 12:30 pm 

• Tackling Psychosocial Hazards in the Workplace – 9/24/2025 11 am to noon 

• Safety Management II  - 9/25/2025 12 AM – 10/23/25 11:59 PM 

• Prevention Through Design – 9/25/2025 12 AM – 10/23/2025 11:59 PM 

• LVC:  Managed Fall Protection Program Administrator – 9/25/2025 8 AM – 9/26/2025 4 PM 

• Inside ASSP:  Practice Specialty and Common Interest Groups – 9/30/2025 Noon – 1 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ozarksfirst.com/news/osha-confirms-investigation-into-worker-death-in-branson/__;!!GaaboA!phJxJV5Nesk0n6BVdX5LlagAb1BPLBx8qUh2B91L5aR1Nxj4N4iznJbKW52mSb_Tvxjhlk_GtPwWeA3CqX8hu5gCX5g$
https://local12.com/news/nation-world/4-flown-to-hospital-2-injured-after-ohio-orphan-oil-well-explodes-department-of-natural-resources-interior-development-activities-national-energy-security-sector-public-safety-incident-occupational-safety-and-health-administration-osha-fatal%20%5blocal12.com%5d
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/abc7ny.com/post/2-injured-industrial-conveyor-belt-accident-oceanside-nassau-county-long-island-new-york/17644946/__;!!GaaboA!phJxJV5Nesk0n6BVdX5LlagAb1BPLBx8qUh2B91L5aR1Nxj4N4iznJbKW52mSb_Tvxjhlk_GtPwWeA3CqX8hZsSpZ7c$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.clickondetroit.com/video/news/2025/08/25/grosse-pointe-park-man-critically-injured-in-workplace-electrocution/__;!!GaaboA!phJxJV5Nesk0n6BVdX5LlagAb1BPLBx8qUh2B91L5aR1Nxj4N4iznJbKW52mSb_Tvxjhlk_GtPwWeA3CqX8h83iin0Y$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/worker-suffers-burns-in-ellwood-city-forge-explosion/article_5f479479-ffc2-4414-8e9f-53b1e863f120.html__;!!GaaboA!phJxJV5Nesk0n6BVdX5LlagAb1BPLBx8qUh2B91L5aR1Nxj4N4iznJbKW52mSb_Tvxjhlk_GtPwWeA3CqX8hYgYeo5g$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.kunc.org/news/2025-08-24/weld-county-coroner-identifies-6-people-who-died-from-suspected-gas-exposure-at-dairy-farm__;!!GaaboA!uFPMHT3nojOp0ZzNtAbDemsEN_aVXP8b3vY7TU50vvoCMm2ZD2fICUUIhzblrTadPlErFDxCGvGeGaz11LZiSDOiyC4$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.legends1063.fm/news/local-news/one-of-two-workers-injured-in-downtown-branson-water-main-break-has-died/__;!!GaaboA!uFPMHT3nojOp0ZzNtAbDemsEN_aVXP8b3vY7TU50vvoCMm2ZD2fICUUIhzblrTadPlErFDxCGvGeGaz11LZi9EtS4lA$
https://my.assp.org/event-information?id=a0lUJ00000BCWvTYAX
https://my.assp.org/event-information?id=a0lUJ000001gRMbYAM
https://my.assp.org/event-information?id=a0lUJ000003oEsiYAE
https://my.assp.org/event-information?id=a0lUJ000009FGylYAG
https://my.assp.org/event-information?id=a0lUJ00000DiRziYAF
https://my.assp.org/event-information?id=a0lUJ000001g96LYAQ
https://my.assp.org/event-information?id=a0lUJ000001gOwbYAE
https://my.assp.org/event-information?id=a0lUJ000005OZbFYAW
https://my.assp.org/event-information?id=a0lUJ00000A7bQ5YAJ


 

There are many safety requirements and best practices out there! As an employer, where do 
you even begin?  Do you have a safety professional who can translate all these regulations and 
best practices for you?  What do they even mean?

Safety and health programs should be assessed to make sure they work as intended and achieve 
the goals set by the organization. Periodic review of your programs ensures that they are 
working effectively, can allow for employee input and will drive continual improvement.

This FREE training will provide strategies, worksheets and resources to help fill any 
programmatic gaps and ensure your safety program is on the right track!

Workshop Dates/Locations

Billings, Monday September 8th 9 am – 11 am
Hampton Inn & Suites – 3350 Ember Lane

Kalispell, Thursday, September 11th 9 am – 11 am
Hampton Inn & Suites – 1140 US 2

Butte, Tuesday, September 16th 9 am – 11 am
305 W Mercury Butte MT

Bozeman, Wednesday, September 17th 9 am – 11 am
Hilton Garden Inn – 2023 Commerce Way

Great Falls, Wednesday, September 10th 9 am – 11 am.
Holiday Inn – 1100 5th Street South

Missoula, Tuesday, September 16th 9 am – 11 am 
Best Western Grant Creek Inn– 528 Grant Creek Road

Helena, Thursday, September 18th 9 am – 11 am
Holiday Inn Express – 3170 North Sanders Street

Register online at 
www.safemt.com/initiat
ives/safety-workshops/

Safety Workshops

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 

Suggestions for newsletter topics or requests for specific 

information in our monthly newsletter??? 

Please send requests to: 

 

 

mailto:Communications@Bigsky.assp.org

